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Strengthening Blue Carbon Ecosystem Governance in Indonesia

Jakarta, 30 January 2022 - The Minister of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of
Indonesia together with the Minister of Marine Affairs and Fisheries of the Republic of
Indonesia deliver keynote speeches at a seminar on the launch of a recent study entitled
"Blue Carbon Ecosystems as Critical Natural Capital: Blue Carbon Ecosystem Governance
in Indonesia" today (30/1) at the Manggala Wanabakti Building, Jakarta. This seminar is
held in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment and Forestry (MOEF) together
with the Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF) with the Indonesia Ocean
Justice Initiative (IO]I) supported by The Asia Foundation (TAF).

The Ministry of Environment and Forestry and the Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries as key stakeholders in the management of Blue Carbon Ecosystems (BCE) in
Indonesia continue to make efforts to make Blue Carbon Ecosystems a Critical Natural
Capital that must be managed in a sustainable manner in Indonesia. For this reason,
efforts to protect it should be further strengthened based on scientific and transparency
principles.

As the owner of 17 percent of the world's blue carbon reserves, Indonesia has a great
opportunity to utilize the Blue Carbon Ecosystem as one of the solutions to tackle climate
change. BCE which includes mangrove forests, seagrass beds, and salt marshes, has great
potential as a carbon sequestration and storage which plays an important role in climate
change mitigation efforts. BCE also plays a significant role in climate change adaptation,
especially for coastal communities whose living space and livelihoods have the potential
to be affected by climate-related coastal risks, such as extreme weather, storm surge,
erosion, flood and so on. These risks can result in socio-economic impacts, biodiversity
loss, and reduced ecosystem services that have an impact on human and natural survival.

In her remarks, the Minister of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of Indonesia
Siti Nurbaya said that the Blue Carbon Ecosystem study which has been prepared by
integrating marine ecosystems which includes mangrove forests, seagrass beds,
estuaries or brackish water/salt water swamps, and coral reefs, has great potential. as
carbon sequestration and storage which plays an important role in climate change
mitigation efforts. And on the basis of the ecosystem base, the study sections are very
relevant to the FOLU Net Sink 2030 agenda which is our determination as a nation.

"In my view, this will be the direction for our governance related to ecosystem-based
carbon, which includes aspects of regulation, institutions, processes, systems and



procedures, community participation, financing systems, databases and policy exercise
and policy making as well as interactions national (central government) and sub-national
(community, private, local government) and especially how coercive and cooperative
patterns can be built and maintained well with regard to carbon. In the elaboration such
as in terms of roles, pressures, inter-agency mandates, control, implementation
assumptions, sources of policy innovation and emphasis on implementation towards
Carbon Governance," said Minister Siti.

Meanwhile, the Minister of Marine Affairs and Fisheries Wahyu Sakti Trenggono said that
currently programs related to blue carbon tend to focus only on one type of ecosystem,
namely mangrove. He asserted the development of blue carbon in Indonesia also needs
to take into account another important blue carbon ecosystem, namely seagrass.
Trenggono also explained that blue carbon management in the context of climate change
is an important part of two out of the five Blue Economy Policies that are being advocated
by the Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, namely the expansion of Marine
Protected Areas by 30% in 2045 and the Sustainable Management of Coastal and Small
[slands.

"By expanding the conservation area to 30%, the seagrass and mangrove ecosystems in
the conservation area have the potential to absorb around 188 million tCO2eq,"
Trenggono elaborated.

In response to the favorable statement by the two ministers, I0JI CEO Dr. Mas Achmad
Santosa, SH., LL.M. added, “Although BCE has great potential in overcoming climate
change and improving the welfare of coastal communities, BCE has long been threatened
by anthropogenic pressures. When degraded, BCE will switch from a carbon sink to a
significant carbon emitter. Degradation also damages the protection of coastal
ecosystems and threatens the livelihoods of people who depend on BCE. Therefore, 10]1
encourages the Government of Indonesia to include BCE in the Critical Natural Capital
category."

Furthermore, the 10]I CEO reiterated that scientific evidence for BCE role is very crystal
clear, namely as an ocean-based solution as well as critical natural capital for our
collective fight against climate change, not to mention that BCE is also a source of
livelihood for coastal communities. The consequence of designating BCE as CNC means
that BCE deserves and must be guarded with strong protection instruments. CNC itself is
a major element of the concept or paradigm of sustainable development with an
environmental perspective, which is in line with the constitution, especially article 33
paragraph 4 of the 1945 Constitution. This paragraph states that the national economy is
organized based on economic democracy with the principles of collectiveness, efficiency,
justice, sustainability, with an environmental perspective, independence, and by
maintaining a balance of progress and national economic unity.

Meanwhile, the study being launched today was compiled using a normative-empirical
method with a comparative approach for one and a half years including interviews, focus
group discussions, and field observations in three provinces, namely Bangka Belitung,
Riau Islands, and East Kalimantan. This study examines six elements of BCE governance,
namely 1) Legal Framework and National Policy; 2) Institutional Arrangement; 3)
Community Participation and Empowerment; 4) Tenurial Security; 5) Supervision and
Law Enforcement; and 6) Sustainable Financing and Equitable Distribution of Benefits.



Scientific based policies require good coordination to realize the potential of BCE in
contributing to achieving Indonesia's climate ambitions of the Sustainable Development
Target, as well as increasing the welfare of blue carbon ecosystem-dependent people.
Strong blue carbon ecosystem governance through collaboration and synergy between
stakeholders will be a catalyst to ensure a sustainable and equitable future of blue carbon
ecosystem.

Presenting in offline seminar today the panelists who are experts in their respective
fields, consisting of Dr. Nani Hendiarti, M.Sc. (Deputy for Coordination of Environment
and Forestry Management, Coordinating Ministry for Maritime Affairs and Investment),
Prof. Dr. Daniel Murdiyarso (Principal Scientist, CIFOR-ICRAF), Andre Rodrigues de
Aquino (Lead Environmental Specialist, the World Bank), Governor of the Riau Islands
Province represented by the Regional Secretary, and Subhan (Head of the Salo Sumbala
Eco-Farmers Group, East Kalimantan) .

The Seminar on Strengthening the Blue Carbon Ecosystem Governance will be followed
by an interactive discussion via Zoom on 31 January 2023 with three major topics in the
breakout session as follows: 1) Legal and Policy Framework and Law Enforcement, 2)
Community Role and Tenurial Security, and 3) Sustainable Financing and Equitable
Benefit Distribution. These three topics are directed to answer three main questions,
namely: First, how does the national legal and policy framework regulate BCE
governance. Second, what are the main challenges faced by the state and non-state actors
in providing effective protection for BCE, as well as for the people who depend on BCE.
Third, what are the policy recommendations that can strengthen BCE protection and
empower people who depend on BCE.

Present as speakers and lead discussants are: Hana A. Satriyo (Country Representative,
The Asia Foundation), Ir. Hartono, M.Sc. (Head of Peat and Mangrove Restoration
Agency), Ir. Laksmi Dwanthi, M.A., IPU. (Director General of Climate Change Control,
Ministry of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of Indonesia), Stephanie Juwana,
S.H., LL.M. (IO]I Program Director), Dr. Vivi Yulaswati, M.Sc., (Deputy for Maritime Affairs
and Natural Resources, National Development Planning Agency/BAPPENAS), Prof. Ris.
Haruni Krisnawati, Senior Researcher (National Innovation Research Agency), Inspector
General. Pol. Drs. Victor Gustaf Manoppo, M.H. (Director General of Marine Spatial
Management, Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries), M. Imran Amin (Director of
Marine Program, Yayasan Konservasi Alam Nusantara), Dr. Sonny Mumbunan
(Coordinator, University of Indonesia Research Center for Climate Change), and Roy
Salam (Senior Researcher, Indonesian Budget Centre).
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About Indonesia Ocean Justice Initiative (10]1). I0]I is a think-tank and policy advocacy group that
supports Indonesia, as the largest archipelagic country in the world, to realize its marine
governance based on the principles of effective protection, sustainable use, and equitable welfare.



10JI builds collaborations with state and non-state actors to influence decision-making processes at
national, regional and international levels by providing various scientific evidence-based policy
proposals. 10]1 also conducts empowerment program for ocean-dependent people, such as small-
scale fishermen, coastal communities and fishery migrant workers, in defending and fighting for
their basic rights.



